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2012 OPEN STATE TOURNAMENT  

By Tom Brendgord 

PEPSI YBC UPDATE 
By Deb Martinich, Tournament Director 

 
     The tournament is sponsored by the Pepsi Company, pre-

sented by Brunswick and conducted by the United States Bowl-

ing Congress. This event is an opportunity for your areaôs ath-

letes to become involved in a premier nationwide tournament 

for youth bowlers. To date, these Youth Championships have 

awarded more than $6 million in scholarships through the 

Scholarship Funds Program. It is estimated that at least 

$500,000 in scholarships will be awarded this season through 

the competition.  

     By each center conducting the league level competition you 

are giving your bowlers an opportunity to help finance their 

college education.  League qualifying MUST be conducted for 

USBC Youth members!  Being a USBC Youth bowler, Basic 

and Standard USBC Youth membership allows the bowler to 

compete with no extra cost at the league level of competition. 

     If you need any help on running qualifiers at your center 

please give me a call at 406-782-2755.  Every youth member 

deserves the chance to qualify to the state competition to earn 

scholarships. Last year Montana gave out over $6,000 in schol-

arships at the state level. 

     12-and-above Scratch Division winner or runner-up at the 

state/zone finals win a berth to the 2012 North Pointe Junior 

Gold Championships, July 14-20, in Indianapolis if they meet 

the membership requirement for the USBC Junior Gold Pro-

gram. There they will compete for additional scholarships available to 

all athletes at the North Pointe Junior Gold Championships. 

 

        Please remember: An athlete is not required to belong to 

the USBC Junior Gold Program to bowl in the Scratch Division. 

If an athlete does win the Scratch Division and he/she is not a 

Junior Gold Program member, he/she must purchase member-

ship prior to the 2012 North Pointe Junior Gold Championships 

to advance. If he/she is unwilling to purchase membership, the 

athlete keeps any awards given from the state/zone but will not 

be allowed to advance to the North Pointe Junior Gold Champi-

onships and an alternate will be chosen.  Every year Brunswick 

donates a bowling ball for raffle purposes to help the scratch 

advancers with travel expenses to the national championships.  

The tickets will be sold at Star Lanes starting in January, $1 

each. Drawing for the bowling ball will be on Sunday, May 6th, 

need not be present to win. 

       Packets with all the State Pepsi YBC information went out 

to all the bowling centers and associations in October. The 

league qualifying windows are November 11-24 and January 13

-26. State Competition, once again, will be held at Star Lanes in 

Butte, May 4-6, 2012.  Entries and fees are due April 1, 2012, 

no confirmations will be mailed out; a list of submitted entrants 

will be posted on the Butte Association website as are the com-

plete set of rules and entry forms at www.butteusbc.com. 

     Please make sure your athletes are entered in the correct divi-

sions or they may be disqualified.  Qualifying competition is 

held in divisions based on the bowlerôs age as of Aug. 1, 2011:  

11 and under Boys Handicap       11 and under Girls Handicap  

12 and above Boys Handicap       12 and above Girls Handicap  

12 and above Boys Scratch          12 and above Girls Scratch 

Some things change, some remain the sameéé 
 
     When the 2012 Open State tourna-

ment convenes on March 24th in Great 

Falls, once again there will be some 

changes.  However, one of those chang-

es will not be a return to 5-member 

teams.  When the Montana USBC 

board met last May in Helena, they 

decided it was in the best interests to 

continue with the 4-member team for-

mat for at least the next two years.  

They also voted to continue with unlim-

ited team entry providing at least two 

team members are changed every time.  

The combination of those two changes 

resulted in almost 100 more team en-

tries in 2011 versus 2010.      

     I would like to think of changes as being a good thing, for if 

they donôt represent improvements, why would you make them 

in the first place.  This yearôs improvements include division 

realignments, a standardized lane condition, later entry dead-

line and an improved average affidavit form. 

Top 10 Advantages of 4-member teams 
10. Back-to-back team shifts will require one   

        hour less time than 5-person teams. 

  9.   Easier to schedule shifts. 

  8.   4-member league teams donôt have to find  

        additional bowlers. 

  7.   Teams with 6 players can enter 3 times. 

  6.   Teams with 7 or 8 members can easily  

        make two teams and enter 6 times or more. 

  5.   Perfect format for mixed league teams. 

  4.   Less seating needed & more room available    

        on ball returns. 

  3.   Donôt have to find extra bowlers to             

        complete doubles. 

  2.   Easier to find subs. 

  1.   Faster pace.   

    The division realignment is an effort 

to equalize the payoffs.  There will now 

be three divisions instead of four.  ñAò 

division will be 180 & Over; ñBò divi-

sion will be 165-179; and ñCò division 

will be 164 & Under. 

    The standardized lane condition is 

called the White #2.  It is prescribed and 

administered by the USBC. 

    The new entry deadline will be 45 

minutes prior to the last scheduled shift 

of the tournament on May 20. 

    The average affidavit form is now in 

its 2nd year and is designed to make 

bowlers use their current average as of 

March 1, 2012 if it is 10 pins or more  

higher than their entering average.  Although each team member 

is still responsible for reporting his/her average, only the team 

captain will have to sign the average affidavit form. 

     Posters and entry forms are being distributed as this article is 

being written and will be available on bowlmontana.com too. 
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Scholarships Galore  

BPAA/Qubica International 

Family Doubles Tournament  

 

 
 

Scholarships last year 
Regional Finals:  $ 1,725 

State Finals:         $  500 

National Finals:  $70,000 

     

Local Qualifying:  Roll 1200 score (3 games + hdcp 

based on 100% of 440 team average)  very easy 
Qualifying period:   Oct. 1, 2011  -  Feb. 12, 2012 

Qualifying locations:  Any BPAA member center 

Advancement locations 
Eastern Regional: Mar.3-4, 2012 

Town & Country Lanes - Billings 
Western Regional: Feb. 18-19, 2012 

Westside Lanes  -  Missoula 

State Finals:  Mar. 24-25, 2012       

Snowy Lanes - Lewistown 

International Finals:  July 26-28,  2012 

Jupiter, Florida 

Entry Fees 

Local Qualifying:  
Cost of lineage + $2  

Regional Finals:   
Parent/Child  $45/team 

Adult/Child  $32/team 

State Finals: 
$18 per team 

 

For information, call Tom Brendgord  (406) 252-3220 

SPARE NOTES 
By Mike Evjen, President MUSBC 

 

     It is that time of year again when the snow will fly and our 
spirits will be Merry.  The centers are full of bowlers who are 
happy and enjoying this great sport that we all thrive for.   
     One of the groups of bowlers that are a large part of our 
bowling family but sometimes get overlooked is the youth bow-
lers of our state.  These kids are the future of this fine sport.  
Their curiosity and enthusiasm will make this sport even better 
than what we know now.  If you yourself are a bowler and enjoy 
spending time with kids, might I suggest that you volunteer an 
hour or two a week and become a coach to the youth.  The joy 
that it brings to them to have someone care enough to help and 
the joy that it will bring you when you watch them succeed will 
be like none ever experienced.   
     As parents of two youth bowlers, my wife and I look forward 
to the National Family Tournament in which we are able to team 
up with our children for a chance to win scholarship money for 
their future education.  If you are a parent of a youth bowler and 
bowl yourself, then let me strongly urge you to participate in this 
worthwhile event.  Other tournaments that the youth participate 
in are the YBC and the Montana USBC Youth State Tourna-
ment.  There are many other tournaments that the youth bow-
lers are able to participate in and most all of them run their 
scholarships through the SMART program operated by USBC.  
When you are in a center and you see a youth out on the lanes 
stop by and chat with them.   
     It is also time to start looking in your local center(s) for infor-
mation regarding the Montana USBC Championship Tourna-
ments.  This year the Open tournament will be held in Great 
Falls and, yes, we are once again holding this tournament with 
a 4-person team format.  The tournament will be held at the 
Elkôs Club Lanes and Littleôs Lanes.  Helena will host the Wom-
enôs Championship and Billings will host the Youth Tournament.  
I hope to see all of you there and it is my wishes that you enjoy 
all that these communities have to offer.   
     My holiday wish is for everyone to laugh and be merry and 
enjoy the company of your family and friends.  Hope to see 
everyone in the near future. 

Merry Christmas & happy new year 
from the 

Montana USBC Association  Board of Direc-

tors  and the Montana Strike Zone staff  

Hall of Fame Applications 
 

       Many bowlers are not aware of the Hall of Fame process 

here in Montana.  Hall of Fame applications can be obtained 

from MUSBC Association Manager, Roz Gallup; Hall of Fame 

committee chairman, Ron Curtiss, or it can be downloaded 

from our web site, BowlMontana.com (click on MUSBC tab).  

This application pertains to both women and men, but not 

youth.  Contact Ron or Roz with questions and to find out the 

deadline for submission. 
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On My Mindäää 
 Are You Really That Good of a Bowler?            
 By Tom Brendgord 
 

         

     It appears that I am becoming a 

better bowling observer than a bowler 

anymore.  On a recent trip to my for-

mer home town of Great Falls, I spent 

two nights there rekindling old friend-

ships at Littleôs Lanes.   

     I have always loved their lounge, 

which sets mezzanine-style overlook-

ing the lanes.  One actually has a per-

fect view of those bowling on lanes 1 through 8.  Many a tourna-

ment final has been viewed from that lofty setting with dozens of 

fans cheering on their favorite bowler(s).  For decades that setting 

has resonated there in Great Falls and, hopefully, will never go 

away.  It is truly a part of the history of bowling in Montana. 

     But I digress.  As I sat there those two nights in October, I 

couldnôt help but watch the bowlers - many of them old friends - 

perform their magic on that Wednesday night.  They are some of 

the best bowlers in Great Falls and the state as well.  Guys and 

gals were rolling fabulous scores.  A 200 game was paltry as was 

a high 600 series.  I couldnôt help but remember how I used to do 

that same thing just a few years ago only to flail away now. 

     The next night, Thursday, I was also there high above the 

bowlers watching and anxiously awaiting another round of scor-

ing at exponential rates.  But to my dismay, it didnôt happen.  

Once again these were some of the best bowlers in Great Falls.  

Many of them had bowled the night before.  Sure, there were a 

couple of good games, but nothing like I had witnessed 24 hours 

earlier.  How could that be? 

     And then it occurred to me.  The lane conditions were obvi-

ously different on Thursday, not intentionally, but different none 

the less.  Being that I was the manager at Littleôs Lanes for nine 

years previously, I was aware that they have both morning and 

afternoon leagues on Wednesdays, but not usually on Thursdays.  

Those leagues create oil carrydown on Wednesday that the bow-

lers on Thursday donôt get.  The Thursday bowlers bowl on a 

much drier condition.  Mind you it is still a scoreable condition, 

but much touchier.  A person usually has to use different equip-

ment, roll the ball harder, or both to score big on Thursday.  They 

also need to make good shots all of the time or risk big splits and 

washouts. 

     An old friend once told me that a good lane man can make a 

good bowler look pretty pathetic any time they want to.  The re-

verse of that applies as well - a good lane man can make a bad 

bowler look pretty good whenever they want to. 

     So how does a bowler know when they are actually bowling 

good?  Iôve seen many times when a 700 series doesnôt even rank 

in the top 10 in the league on a given night.  And many leagues 

no longer give a high game award because they would have to 

split the award among all those with a 300. 

     To me, scoring is all relative.  I have bowled on conditions 

where a 600 series was darn good.  If Iôm bowling on that kind of 

condition, I am happy with a 570.  I have seen leagues where a 

225 average wasnôt in the top 5.  If Iôm bowling in that league, I 

wouldnôt be happy with anything less than a 700.   

     I donôt want to burst anyoneôs bubble, but before you start 

bragging about how good you are, take a good look at your status on 

your league standings sheet.  It could be a humbling experience.     

SLEEPING GIANT LANES 
Presents  

 

29th Annual 

Miller Masters 
Jan. 14-15, 2012 
Estimated Added Money 

$2,000+ 
§ Scratch singles 
§ Top 32 qualify 
§ Prize Ratio: Top 32, or 1:3 

if entries exceed 96 

§ $165 entry fee 

§ Qualifying  -  6 games 
        9am, 1pm, 5pm, Jan. 15 

§ Dbl elim matches, Jan. 16 

 

Junior Master/Masterettes 
Scholarship Tournament 

 

Jan. 21-22, 2012 
 

$1,200 AWARDED 
IN SCHOLARSHIPS 

  § 2 divisions: Scratch/Hdcp 

§ 6 games qualifying 

§ Top 16 advance each div. 

§ Qualifying shifts: 
       Jan. 22: 9 AM, 1 PM & 4 PM 

§ Re-entries allowed 

§ Hundreds of dollars in 
scholarships per division 

§ Entry Fee:  $35.00 

Sleeping Giant Lanes-3355 Highway 12 E.-Helena, MT  442-1004 

 

Go to BowlMontana.com for more tourney info. 

 
Welcome  

State Bowlers  
 

Special Tourney Rates  
 

1 Night $71.99 + tax  
2 Nights $67.99 + tax  

(per night)  
 

Free Continental Breakfast  
Wireless Internet, Fitness Center  

valid for 1 -4 people, double queen room  
March 23 - May 13, 2012  

 

101 14th Avenue NW  
Great Falls  

406 -727 -6565  
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NEWS FROM AROUND THE STATE  
 

     MONTANA STATE 600 & 500 CLUB TOURNAMENTS 
By Ruth Sprankel 

  
     These annual Mail-A-Graphic tournaments are slated 

for February 1-14, 2012. The State 600 Club tournament 

will once again have the optional Blind Doubles Event as 

well as the Singles. There will also be an additional bo-

nus for all 600 scratch series. Your league scores are used 

and you may enter in each league that you bowl. This is a 

handicap tournament. For additional information please 

contact Ruth Sprankel at iluvbeaches@q.com or by 

phone at 406-252-5090 or 406-661-6153. 

     The 500 Club tournament uses the same Mail-a-

graphic format and is bowled during the same time     

period. You may contact Mary K. Hart at mkwind-

sor@msn.com or by phone at 406-259-6479. 

     Entry blanks will be mailed to all bowlers that partici-

pated in last years tournaments as well as to the bowling 

centers throughout the state. It's a great way to bowl a 

tournament without having the expense of traveling. 

                   

LEAGUE BOWLING???? 
By Ruth Sprankel 

 

     Not long ago I was at the bowling lanes to do some 

practice bowling. We all know how important it is to take 

the time to practice our shots, try different approaches, 

etc. and yet, I fail to go as often as I should. It made me 

realize, for me, the atmosphere of league bowling is so 

much of what I enjoy about the game. The competition of 

winning a game, bowling over my average, picking up a 

difficult spare or stringing some strikes is the gratifica-

tion I get from league bowling. Add to that, the fun time 

spent with friends and teammates and it's easier to com-

mit to those 33 week schedules.  

     I am thankful for the time, money and energy that so 

many people have and are giving to the game of Ten Pins 

to make league bowling such a great sport! 

 Bud light  

& Littleõs Lanes 
Present the 

40 & Over Scratch Classic Tournaments 
 

40 & Over Scratch Classic 
Saturday, January 7, 2012 

$600 1st Place  

Based on 50 entries 
Limited to 96 entries 

Lanes will be oiled 
prior to 11 AM shift 

and Match Play 

§ This is a one day tournament 
§ 5 GAME QUALIFYING 
§ Shifts at 11:00 AM & 2:00 PM 
      (Enter both shifts if you wish) 

§ ENTRY FEE  -  $85.00  

§ Double elimination match play 

begins at approximately 4:30PM 

§ One game matches  -  Top 24 Qual. 

§ Top 24 GUARANTEED to cash 

 

 Littleõs Lanes-517 1st Ave. N, Great Falls 

 

40/90 Doubles Classic  

Sunday, January 8, 2012 

$1,100 1st Place  

Based on 32 
team entries 

ENTRIES LIMITED 
TO FIRST 32 TEAMS 
TO PAY IN FULL 

¶ No qualifying.  Eligibility  based 

strictly  on age.  All entrants must 
be 40 years old by January 3, 2010 
& combination of ages per team 
must equal or exceed 90 years. 

¶ ENTRY FEE - $80/ PERSON  

¶ Start 8:15 am  -  PRIZE RATIO  1:4 

¶ FORMAT:  4 divisions bowl 7 rounds 

of match play; round #7 is a combined 
position round.  Top 5 bowl stepladder 
final using the Baker Scoring System. 

(406) 452-4116, Fax 454-3290 
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2011 MUSBC State Senior Championships Results  -  Fort Benton, MT 

Open-Super Senior   18 entries 

Name      City  Score   Prize 
1. Melvin Blanchard Helena  1192 $100.00 
2. Bud Meier  Dillon  1186 $  60.00 
3. Dan Hoyrup  Helena  1160 $  38.00 
 

Open  -  A 15 entries 

1. Ron Rose  Gt. Falls  1202 $100.00 
2. Ozzie Snow  Harlem  1185 $  65.00 

  
Open  -  B 22 entries 

1. Robert Stubbs  Gt. Falls  1288 $125.00 
2. Danne Showers Scobey  1263 $  75.00 
3. Bob Orham  Gt. Falls  1225 $  42.00 

 
Open  -  C 11 entries 

1. Larry Taylor  Gt. Falls  1273 $  85.00 
2. Ival Jackson  Ft. Peck  1221 $  36.00 

 
Open  -  D 13 entries 

1. Wayne Azure  Ft. Peck  1240 $  95.00 
2. J.W. Eaton  Cut Bank  1192 $  48.00 

Super Senior  -  (Women) 17 entries 

 Name  City  Score Prize 
1.     Vonnie Dahlman Butte  1210 $105.00 
2. Joy Lyman  Helena  1195 $  53.00 
3. Doris McCorkindale Lewistown 1189 $  29.00 

 

A  -  (Women) 17 entries 

1. Peggy Reller  Thompson Falls 1224 $  79.00 
2. Mavis Engellant Ft. Benton 1224 $  79.00 
3. Roz Gallup  Billings  1183 $  29.00 
 

B  -  (Women) 20 entries 

1. Jan Duffy  Miles City  1218 $115.00 
2. Ginger Ward  Thompson Falls 1212 $  70.00 
3. Betty Pollack  Helena  1210 $  35.00 

 

C  -  (Women) 19 entries 

1. Eleanor Bruner Great Falls 1287 $110.00 
2. Carole Herron  Clancy  1187 $  65.00 
3. Angene Carroll Lewistown 1181 $  34.00 

 

D  -  (Women) 11 entries 

1. Nell Armitage  Livingston 1299 $  85.00 
2. Roberta Klingler Sunburst  1225 $  36.00 

Total prizes  -  163 entries @ $11.00 = $1,793.00 

COMING EVENTS 
January:  Westside Lanes - 28th Mixed Dbls Calcutta  1/07-08/12 

                   Littleôs Lanes (Gt. Falls) - 40 & Over Scratch Classic 1/7/12 
                   Littleôs Lanes  -  40/90 Doubles Classic     1/8/12 
                   Sleeping Giant Lanes (Hel) - 29th Miller Masters 1/14-15/12 
                   Sleeping Giant Lanes - Jr. Masters/Masterettes 1/21-1/22/12 
                   Snowy Lanes - Budweiser Hdcp 1/21-2/19/12 weekends 

February :  Swiss Trio (Msla)-Westside Lanes  2/5/12 

   Womenôs Young & Youngest-Westside Lanes  2/11-2/12/12  
                    Great & Greatest (Msla)-Five Valley Center    2/11-12/12 
   Westside Lanes (Msla)  -  U.S. Open Qualifier  2/25-26/12 
   International Family Doubles Tournament: 
                          Local qualifying ends  2/12/12 
                          West Region Final - Westside Lanes (Msla) 2/18-19/12 
                          East Region Final-Town & Country Lanes (Blgs) 3/03-04/12 

March:    Mountain Imports Tny-5 Valley Center (Msla) 3/17-18/12        

 Snowy Lanes (Lewistown) Family State Finals 3/24-3/25/12 
 Gary Gerhardt Memorial, The Bowl (Boz)   3/10-11/12 
           Sleeping Giant Lanes (Helena) MUSBC Womenõs Championships 
    March 31-May 20, 2012  -  7 weekends not including Easter   

            Littleôs Lanes/Elks Lanes (Gt. Falls) MUSBC Open Championships 
     March 24-May 20, 2012 - 9 weekends including Easter 

April:   Fireside Lanes/Sunset Bowl (Blgs) -MUSBC Youth State Tournament 

                      April 4-22, 2012  -  2 weekends  
               Same Sex Calcutta - Westside Lanes (Msla) 4/07-08/12 

May:    Star Lanes (Butte)-Pepsi YBC State Finals 5/04-06/12                                                       
             MUSBC Hall of Fame Banquet, Great Falls  5/19/12 
               MUSBC association board meeting, Great Falls 5/19/12 
               MUSBC Delegate Meeting & Election, Great Falls 5/20/12  
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Youth Scholarship Application Deadline March 1st. 
Bowling Proprietors to Have Separate Application,  

But With Same Deadline 
By Tom Brendgord 

 

      Montanaôs youth bowlers should be aware that 
thousands of dollars in bowling scholarships are 
available here in Montana for those bowlers that 
have strong scholastics, community service 
achievements and a willingness to be involved in 
our sport as well as have a great competitive bowl-
ing resume.   
     A universal scholarship application is used by the 
Montana USBC association to determine the recipi-
ents of up to seven scholarships totaling $5,500.  As 
of this printing, I have not been notified of any 
changes from last yearôs program, but if there are 
changes, they will be noted on our website, 
bowlmontana.com.  This application is normally 
available from your youth program director.  For 
those who donôt want to wait, you can download it 
from BowlMontana.com.  Click on the Youth tab and 
then again near the bottom of that tab where the 
application is mentioned.  There is a March 1st 
deadline for submitting this application, so donôt get 
closed out.  The following list shows the scholar-
ships that are available through this process. 
  

 2  -  MUSBC Youth (1 boy & 1 girl)           $1000.00 ea 
 1  -  MUSBC (boy or girl)                           $1000.00 
 1  -  MUSBC Harvey L. Pierce (boy)         $  750.00  
 1  -  MUSBC Harvey L. Pierce (boy)         $  500.00  
 1  -  MUSBC Isabel Cummings (girl)         $  750.00 
 1  -  MUSBC Isabel Cummings (girl)         $  500.00 
  

     The Montana Bowling Proprietors Associa-
tion has decided to process its own youth scholar-
ship application, which is almost identical to the one 
used by the Montana USBC.  Additionally, the 
MBPA has added another scholarship to the Gary 
Gerhardt Memorial scholarship.  There will now be 
two Gary Gerhardt Memorial scholarships in honor 
of the deceased Bozeman proprietor, a $500 one for 
a boy and a $500 one for a girl.   
     The MBPA application has already been sent to 
all member centers in Montana.  It is also available 
on the website (bowlmontana.com) in two different 
places  -  the Youth tab and the Montana USBC 
tab).  The application is to be sent to Tom 
Brendgord, 1299 Wicks Lane, Billings, MT 59105.  It 
can also be faxed to 406-252-3220, or scanned and 
emailed to t.brendgord@att.net.  Regardless of how 
it is sent, there is still a March 1st deadline. 
 

 2  -  MBPA/Steve Ryan Memorial (boy & girl)           
                   $500.00 ea 
 2  -  MBPA/Gary Gerhardt Memorial (boy &  
                   girl)  $500.00 ea 

State Tournament Updates 
By Roz Gallup, MUSBC Assn. Mgr. 

 
     The state tournament entry forms are now at the 
bowling centers and also mailed out to last yearôs 
team captains.  There are a few changes that you 
will notice.  The Open Tournament now has three 
divisions instead of the previous four.  The divisions 
are A; 180 & over, B; 165-179, C; 164 & under.  
This will even out the entries in each division and 
also increase the amount of prize money in each 
division.  The same handicap remains in effect as 
do the optional scratch events. 
     In both the adult tournaments we are using last 
years 21 game highest final average (winter or sum-
mer).  If no 21 game average from last season, then 
go to January 1, 2012 average of 21 games.  That is 
the only time January 1 is used.  If one does not 
have 21 games by January 1, then you can use a 
21 game average as of March 1, 2012. 
     Please be careful of Rule #319, one would be 
wise to read it if you have not already.  To comply 
with the 10-pin rule, one must check their entering 
average, be it previous season or January 1st with 
the March 1st average. If the 21 game March 1 av-
erage is 10 pins higher then it must be used.  We 
are using March 1 as the current average, so it will 
be very easy for one to check the standing sheet as 
of March 1.  That is all there is in making sure that 
one is using their correct average. 
     Everyone is responsible for their own correct av-
erage.  The team captain will be responsible for 
providing that everyone has verified with bowl.com, 
bowlmontana.com, or average books and compared 
of course to the March 1 league standing sheet.  
Association managers will also be collecting a copy 
of the league standing sheets as of March 1. 
     Be aware of the $600 rule.  Make sure if you 
have won that amount in any tournament event in 
the past 12 months that you report the $600 along 
with the tournament scores you bowled at that time 
when you enter a tournament. 
     The Youth State Tournament has an average 
change also.  We are now going to use the highest 
15 game average as of March 15, 2012 for the 1-6 
divisions.  Division 7 will be using highest 10 game 
average.  If one does not have a March 15th aver-
age, use the previous season.  If none, then one 
has to bowl scratch. 
     All of the entry forms can be downloaded from 
the state website, bowlmontana.com.  Hope this 
helps explain the average rule, if you still have 
questions give us a call. 


